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Lakedaimonians and the Indians here so far agree.   The Lakedaimonians,  however,  hold
seven centuries later than his time, for it was seen about the beginning of the 5th century after Christ by the Chinese traveller Fa-Hian,  who thus writes   of   PfiUputra, which he calls Pa-lian-f u :—" The city was the capital of king A-you (AsSka),   The palaces of the king which are in the city have walls of which the stones have been collected by the genii.   The carvings and the sculptures which ornament the windows are such as this age could not make; they still actually exist."   These * palaces of the king5 are mentioned by Diod&ros in his epitome of Megasthenes, as will be seen by   a reference to p.   89.   It   was in the interval which separates the journey of ITa-Hian from that of his compatriot Hiwen Thstkig—that is, between the year 400 and the year 632 after Christ—that the fall of P&tali-putra was accomplished, for where the splendid metropolis had once stood Hiwen Ths&ng found nothing but ruins, and, a village containing about two or three hundred houses.   The cause of   its   downfall   and decay is unknown.   The ruins   seen   by  the  Chinese traveller  are no longer visible, but lie buried deep  below the  foundations of modern Pa.im.&.   An excavation quite recently made in that city for the construction of a public tank placed this fact beyond question ; for, when the workmen, had dug down to a depth of 12 or 15 feet below the surface of the ground, some remams were discovered of what must ha»ve been the wooden wall spoken, of by Megasthencs. I have received from a friend who inspected the excavation the following particulars of this interesting and remarkable discovery :— " During the cold season 1876, whilst digging a tank in Sheikh Mitkia G-hari, a part of Patnii almost equally  distant from the cfoaufc (market-place) and the railway station, the excavators, at a depth of some 12 or 15 feet below the swampy surf ace,  discovered the remains of a long brick wall running from N.W. to S.E.  How far this wall extended beyond the limits of the excavation—probably more than a. hundred yards—-it is impossible to say.   Not far from the wall, and almost parallel to it, was found a line of palisades; the strong timber of which it was composed inclined slightly towards the wall.   In one place there appeared to have been some sort of outlet, for two wooden pillars rising to a height of some 8 or 9 feet above what had evidently been the ancient level of the place, and between which no tracesof palisades could be discovered, had all the appearance of door or gate*; posts.   A number of wells and sinks were also found, their mouths being in «ach case indicated by heaps of fragments of broken mud vessels.   Fropa the best-preserved specimens of these, it

